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the light of the present, and in nearer or remoter actions and eras discovers purposes which were unsuspected alike by the heroes of those actions and by their contemporaries, but which led inevitably to the present.
In Roman history the age of Augustus offers the most exact analogy to the twentieth century in the history of Imperial Britain. Montesquieu, surveying the work of the early kings of Rome, clinches the survey in the fine and telling phrase: " They had already begun to build the eternal city." But even Livy, writing his History under the dominion of a single thought, is too much of an historian, amid all his rhetoric, to ascribe to any Roman politician or to any Roman orator before the time of Sulla so terse and conscious an interpretation of Rome's mission as that which Virgil has placed in the mouth* of Anchises:
" Excudent alii spirantia mollius sera, credo equiclem, vivos ducent de marmore vultus, orabunt causas melius, coelique meatus describent radio et surgentia sidera dicent: tu regere imperio populos, Romane, memento; has tibi erunt artes; pacisque imponere morem, parcere subjectis et debcllare superbos."1
There are other points of resemblance. Britain's concession of practical autonomy to South Africa,
1 '* Others, I know it well, the breathing bronze shall chase, And from the death-cold marble upcall the living face, Shall plead with eloquence not thine, shall mete and map the
skies,
And with the voice of science tell when stars shall set and rise: Bo thine, O Rome, to rule; nor e'er this destiny forgo, To spare who yield submission, and bring the haughty low."